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“Inspired by the great prospects opening up before mankind as a result of man’s
entry into outer space, ...”

Preamble to the Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities

of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 13 December 1963

From 1 July 2018 Australia will have its own national space agency, the ASA, with seed
funding of $41 million in the first four years and further potential investment through a Space
Industry Development Fund and major, national space-related projects on a quadrennial basis.!

Australia has been deeply involved in space research from the dawn of the space age, even
before Sputnik 1 was launched, especially at the Weapons Research Establishment at Woomera.?
Australia has also previously had a space agency, the Australian Space Office (ASO), and a National
Space Program (NSP), from 1987 to 1996.3

Current circumstances are fundamentally different to those 22 years ago when the ASO
and NSP was terminated. There are strong reasons for optimism# about the success of a new ASA
and national strategy for civil space,® not least of which is that the current resurgence of the
Australian space industry is largely commercially-driven and by home-grown innovation and

enterprise.
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