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  “Inspired	
  by	
  the	
  great	
  prospects	
  opening	
  up	
  before	
  mankind	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  man’s	
  
entry	
  into	
  outer	
  space,	
  …”	
  

Preamble	
  to	
  the	
  Declaration	
  of	
  Legal	
  Principles	
  Governing	
  the	
  Activities	
  

of	
  States	
  in	
  the	
  Exploration	
  and	
  Use	
  of	
  Outer	
  Space,	
  13	
  December	
  1963	
  

	
  

From	
  1	
  July	
  2018	
  Australia	
  will	
  have	
  its	
  own	
  national	
  space	
  agency,	
  the	
  ASA,	
  with	
  seed	
  

funding	
  of	
  $41	
  million	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  four	
  years	
  and	
  further	
  potential	
  investment	
  through	
  a	
  Space	
  

Industry	
  Development	
  Fund	
  and	
  major,	
  national	
  space-­‐related	
  projects	
  on	
  a	
  quadrennial	
  basis.1	
  	
  

Australia	
  has	
  been	
  deeply	
  involved	
  in	
  space	
  research	
  from	
  the	
  dawn	
  of	
  the	
  space	
  age,	
  even	
  

before	
  Sputnik	
  1	
  was	
  launched,	
  especially	
  at	
  the	
  Weapons	
  Research	
  Establishment	
  at	
  Woomera.2	
  

Australia	
  has	
  also	
  previously	
  had	
  a	
  space	
  agency,	
  the	
  Australian	
  Space	
  Office	
  (ASO),	
  and	
  a	
  National	
  

Space	
  Program	
  (NSP),	
  from	
  1987	
  to	
  1996.3	
  	
  

Current	
  circumstances	
  are	
  fundamentally	
  different	
  to	
  those	
  22	
  years	
  ago	
  when	
  the	
  ASO	
  

and	
  NSP	
  was	
  terminated.	
  There	
  are	
  strong	
  reasons	
  for	
  optimism4	
  about	
  the	
  success	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  ASA	
  

and	
  national	
  strategy	
  for	
  civil	
  space,5	
  not	
  least	
  of	
  which	
  is	
  that	
  the	
  current	
  resurgence	
  of	
  the	
  

Australian	
  space	
  industry	
  is	
  largely	
  commercially-­‐driven	
  and	
  by	
  home-­‐grown	
  innovation	
  and	
  

enterprise.	
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  Awareness	
  Activities	
  at:	
  
<http://www.jsforum.or.jp/stableuse/2017/pdf/11_Group%20Captain%20Darren%20May.pdf>.	
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   See	
  <http://skykraft.com.au/>.	
  
82	
  	
   See	
  <http://www.eos-­‐aus.com/>.	
  
83	
  	
   See	
  <http://neumannspace.com/>.	
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   Air	
  Services	
  Australia,	
  Guide	
  to	
  Our	
  Operations	
  ,	
  p	
  3,	
  at:	
  
<http://www.airservicesaustralia.com/wp-­‐content/uploads/12-­‐058BKT_Guide-­‐to-­‐our-­‐
operations_WEB.pdf>	
  and	
  Australian	
  Maritime	
  Safety	
  Authority,	
  Australia's	
  search	
  and	
  rescue	
  
region	
  (AMSA,	
  13	
  November	
  2017)	
  at:	
  <https://www.amsa.gov.au/safety-­‐navigation/search-­‐and-­‐
rescue/australias-­‐search-­‐and-­‐rescue-­‐region>.	
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   Ellis,	
  David,	
  ‘Celebrating	
  Uni	
  of	
  Adelaide's	
  Space	
  Research	
  and	
  Innovation’	
  in	
  University	
  of	
  
Adelaide	
  News	
  &	
  Events	
  (Adelaide,	
  SA:	
  28	
  November	
  2017)	
  at:	
  
<https://www.adelaide.edu.au/news/news96822.html>.	
  


