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Tall Poppies of South Australia - Leading by Example 

South Australia has a New Crop of eight Tall Poppies and a strengthened Tall Poppy Alumnus after the 2011 Tall Poppy Awards Reception held on 

Thursday 25
th

 August at Government House, Adelaide.  Thank you to everyone who gathered to recognise our State’s best young researchers – it was a 

privilege and a joy to have such a  diverse collection of scientists, technologists, engineers, businesses, educators and many more coming together to 

celebrate and support Tall Poppies SA. 

One of the delights of the event was the display of solidarity that thrives in our sector – it appears you can take the scientist out of the laboratory but you 

can’t take the laboratory out of the scientist (please paraphrase appropriately for your own field of expertise).   This fundamental common ground fosters 

relationships between individuals and organisations that translate into real gains in return on investment for all parties – whether that investment be in 

time, money, energy or goodwill. 

Many Tall Poppies past and present, as well as our finalists, nominees and supporters are active across a variety of enterprises - CSIRO Scientists in 

Schools, STA Science Meets Parliament and AdvantageSA Speakers in Schools to name just three.  While bureaucracies creep toward formal 

organisational partnerships – a necessary and laudable objective – it is heartening to see that these links are already being made at the coal face. 

Congratulations to all our new Tall Poppies both for your Award and for helping to lead the way to a cohesive, cooperative and productive research 

community in South Australia. 

 

 

Events, Dates & Information 

2011 South Australian Science Excellence Awards 

Location: www.scienceawards.sa.gov.au  
Date: NOMINATIONS CLOSE FRIDAY 9

TH
 SEPTEMBER 

A total of $60,000 worth of prizes across nine categories to recognise 
and reward outstanding scientific endeavour.  

RiAus Friday Night “Think & Drink” 

Location: www.riaus.org.au  
Date: Every Friday, 5-8pm 

Dr Paul Willis, Director of RiAus, has kindly invited the TP.SA 
community and extended family and friends to make The Science 
Exchange Bar their TGIF venue of choice. Kids are welcome (byo DVD 
& snacks – if a critical mass of children is achieved pizza may be 
ordered in). 

STEM Skills Strategy for South Australia 

Location: http://www.innovation.sa.gov.au/education/stem   
Date: Wednesday 31

st
 August 

The Hon Jay Weatherill MP, Minister for Science and Information 
Economy, officially launched a strategy to improve STEM skills across 
all levels of education, training and the workplace in South Australia. 

2011 Adelaide Festival of Ideas 

Location: www.adelaidefestivalofideas.com.au  
Date: Friday 7

th
 to Sunday 9

th
 October 

Australia’s longest-running ideas festival includes in this year’s 
programme Dr Laura Brooks (TP2011), Prof Penny Sackett (physicist, 
astronomer and former Chief Scientist for Australia),   Laureate Prof 
Peter Doherty (1996 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine, 1997 
Australian of the Year),  and Prof Bryan Gaensler (Young Australian of 
the Year, NASA Hubble Fellow, Harvard Professor, Australian Laureate 
Fellow at U.Syd, Director of the Centre of Excellence for All-Sky 
Astrophysics). 
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Poppy News 

Tall Poppies SA Website 

www.tpsa.notlong.com (or via www.aips.net.au) 

Follow the links to: 
• Profiles of the 2011 Tall Poppies & Alumni 
• Current & archived issues of “Eleusis” 
• Tall Poppy SA Alumnus Resource information 

 Photo gallery from the 2011 TP Awards Reception at      
       Government House, plus previous TP.SA events 

 

Featured Supporter 

 

891 ABC Radio 
Supporting TP.SA by delivering 
science to the community and 
communications skills to 
Poppies. 

 

The winners of the 2011 Tall Poppy Awards are:   

Dr Stuart Brierley  Dr Laura Brooks  
Dr Philip Gregory  Dr Claire Jessup  
Dr Craig Priest  Dr Tara Pukala  
Dr Erin Symonds  Dr Mark Tingay 

   

Tall Poppies SA Community 

Our TP.SA website now hosts an Alumnus page listing all SA Tall 

Poppies, their year of Award, their current position and a link to 

their homepage.  We hope this will not only help keep Poppies in 

touch with each other but also document their position within an 

elite scientific community.  Please keep us up to date with your 

careers & activities so we can properly represent you and your 

fellow Poppies. 
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