
 

Elitism – Friend or Foe?  (http://elitismtpsa.notlong.com) 

Tall Poppies ARE the elite researchers of South Australia - a fact of which we can all be justifiably proud.  But is the “elite” tag 
doing more harm than good to the reputation of high quality science in society?  Love him or loathe him, political commentator 
Phillip Adams has made an interesting observation in the Australian Magazine on the equivocal position elitism holds in 
Australian society. 

He begins with the politics of the late 90s when “…On the one hand [John Howard] celebrated elitism in sport and commerce. 
Bradman was…god-like in John’s cosmology… Yet he saw elitism in any aspect of intellectual enquiry as deplorable and anti-
democratic. Academics were, shudder, elitist. As were the Bradmans of science when they raised the issue of global warming.” 
 
Adams goes on to unwittingly echo the ethos of the Tall Poppy Campaign by noting that  “…The attributes we admire in sporting 
elites or in the military’s much-admired “elite services” achieve their excellence through focus, determination, discipline, 
training and pain. So do the elites who do the thinking for societies. But the writers, researchers, scientists and scholars find it 
hard to get a hearing.”   
 
Regardless of your political persuasion, it’s good to see this point of view being aired beyond the boundaries of our sector.  

 Events, Dates & Information Poppy News 

2011 National Science Week 

Location: http://www.nationalscienceweek.gov.au 
Date: 13 – 21 August 2011 

So much science, so little time.  

Women In Science Symposium 

Location: RiAus 
Date: 22 August 2011 

Presenting recent research into women and girls attraction, transition and 
retention in science. The symposium will also include a panel of high profile 
women scientists and engineers from industry, education and research 
sectors. 

2011 3MT (Three Minute Thesis) Competition 

Location: http://www.postgraduate.uwa.edu.au/news/3mt 
Date: August 2011 

All three local universities hold their 3MT Finals in late August to select their 
representatives for the 2011 Australia and New Zealand 3MT Competition.  
A great way to encourage your research students to hone their 
communication skills. 

Visit the National Institutes of Health in the USA 

Location: http://www.science.org.au/internat/americas/berry.html 
Date: Expressions of Interest by 2 Sept 2011 for travel in 2012 

An opportunity for your research students under 30 years of age.  
Proposals in any health-related field of natural science will be 
considered.  The proposed visit should initiate long-term collaborations 
and facilitate the development of the applicant’s career. 

 

 
 

 

Dr Kathryn Burdon 
http://kburdon.notlong.com 
Nature Genetics publication 
of genetic discoveries that 
could open the way to new 
treatments for glaucoma. 

 

Dr Matt Haren 
http://rfdsunisa.notlong.com 
Research Fellowship within a new 
partnership between UniSA and the 
Royal Flying Doctors Service. 
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The winners of the 2011 Tall Poppy Awards will be 
announced this month at the Awards Reception at 
Government House.  Look out for your invitation to meet 
them and key sector representatives at a Tall Poppies SA-
hosted event in October.  The 2011 finalists are:   

Dr Stuart Brierley  Dr Laura Brooks  
Dr Lisa Ebert   Dr Philip Gregory  
Dr Alison Hill   Dr Claire Jessup  
Dr Michelle McDonnell  Dr Lisa Moran  
Dr Rachel Popelka-Filcoff  Dr Craig Priest 
Dr Tara Pukala   Dr Erin Symonds  
Dr Mark Tingay   Dr Grant Tomkinson 
Dr Roger Yazbek  

 

 

SASTA 
Promote and support the teaching of 
science in schools and foster the 
professional development of science 
teachers. 
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