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The Australian Institute of Political Science has had a successful year.

Financially, it has produced a small surplus, and has secured funding 
for 2005/06 and beyond to continue its existing activities and to 
develop new initiatives.  The Tall Poppy Campaign flourishes and 
many Young Tall Poppies are working with the Institute to promote 
science in schools, universities and the broader community. 

AQ has maintained its role as the flagship publication for the AIPS: 
in continuous production since 1931, and with a fine reputation for 
providing a forum for the debate of important policy issues affecting 
Australia.  This year the 320th issue was published! The Institute is 
indebted to James Morris who has edited AQ for the past two years and 
who manages to attract a diverse, well-informed and provocative group 
of contributors to the journal. 

A comprehensive evaluation of the Tall Poppy Campaign over the past 
five years was undertaken during the year. The Young Tall Poppy Program 
has made a very significant contribution to the acknowledgement 
of Australia’s bright young researchers and to creating an interest in 
science and science careers in the younger generation.  The Institute’s 
aim in the next couple of years is to increase the profile of the Program 
nationally. 

The contribution of our funding partners is particularly acknowledged, 
as is the work undertaken by the South Australian Tall Poppy Campaign 
Committee who ensure an active program in South Australia, managed 
most effectively by Pamela McLeod.

The Board appointed a new Executive Officer and Tall Poppy 
Campaign Director in December 2004.  Dorothy Davis joined AIPS 
after a successful career in international education, directly from a 
posting in UNESCO in Paris.  

I take this opportunity to welcome Dorothy to the position.   
Congratulations on the success in the past year must go to both Dorothy 
and to her predecessor, Famena Khaya, who took up a position in the 
Queensland Institute of Medical Research in December 2004 after 
eight years as Executive Officer of AIPS.  The Board thanks Famena 
for her untiring efforts on behalf of the Institute.

Rick McLean

Chair
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Membership and Activities

Membership

The Institute’s Memorandum of Association provides for 
membership to be open to individuals both in Australia and 
overseas. All members are entitled to participate and vote at 
the Institute’s Annual General Meeting which is usually held 
in November. 

The Institute has maintained an active membership over 2004 
and 2005.

Activities

post Budget health Briefing

The Post Budget Health Briefing breakfast is an annual event 
organized by AIPS. It provides an opportunity for professionals 
in the health sector to receive a first-hand briefing from the 
Minister for Health and Ageing, on the morning after the 
Budget is delivered, on the latest policy initiatives of the 
Federal Government.

The 2005 briefing and breakfast was held on 11 May, at 
the Grand Court of the Art Gallery of New South Wales, 
Sydney. It was attended by the Federal Minister for Health 
and Ageing, the Honourable Tony Abbott MP, and 175 guests 
including seven corporate tables. The event was sponsored by 
Pfizer Australia.

peter Wilenski lecture

The annual Peter Wilenski Memorial Lecture was established 
in 1995 and commemorates Dr Peter Wilenski AC, a 
renowned public servant who served as a Director of the 
Australian Institute of Political Science.

The 2005 lecture was postponed until later in the year.

the AuStRAlIAn InStItute of polItICAl SCIenCe - ACtIVItIeS

AIpS history and Role
The Australian Institute of Political Science, 
established in 1932, is an independent 
non-partisan organisation that aims to help 
promote an understanding of the important 
political, economic and social issues facing 
Australia. The Institute pursues this aim by 
providing public forums such as seminars, 
conferences and lectures to discuss and 
debate relevant public policy issues. The 
Institute’s principal publication, AQ: 
Journal of Contemporary Analysis, publishes 
articles and papers on contemporary 
political, social and international issues of 
major relevance to Australia.

The Institute’s current activities include:

• Publication of AQ: Journal of 
Contemporary Analysis, six times a year, 
The journal has been in continuous 
publication since 1931. 

• Regular events promoting informal 
debate and discussion on important 
current issues. 

• The Tall Poppy Campaign which aims 
to promote a greater appreciation of 
the achievements of Australians across 
all fields of endeavour. 

• The Young Tall Poppy Program which 
acknowledges outstanding young 
researchers and engages them to foster 
a stronger interest in science in schools 
and the community.

The emblem of the 
Australian Institute 
of Political Science 
is the Tall Poppy. 
This emblem was 
created as a metaphor 
for excellence and 
endeavour, and 
symbolises Australia’s 
pride in its outstanding 
achievers in all fields. 

Professor Rick McLean and the Hon Tony Abbott at the Briefing.



A u S t R A l I A n  I n S t I t u t e  o f  p o l I t I C A l  S C I e n C e A n n u A l  R e p o R t  2 0 0 4  –  2 0 0 5 3

2004 – 2005 
the Year in Review

• Achievement of a small surplus and continued 
funding for 2005/06 and beyond.

• Biennial Florey Medal presented to Professor 
Peter Colman.

• AQ publishes its 320th issue.

• An Editorial Advisory Committee for AQ 
appointed to develop new directions for the 
journal.

• Annual Post Budget Health Briefing by 
Minister Tony Abbott attracts over 170 health 
professionals. 

• Numerous Tall Poppy Campaign events 
promoting innovation and excellence in 
science and medical research. 

• Evaluation of the Young Tall Poppy Program 
demonstrates significant achievements over 
the past five years.

• Twenty-one additional Young Tall Poppies 
selected in South Australia and NSW bringing 
Australian total to 104.   

• Successful implementation of educational 
outreach program involving more than two 
hundred presentations by Young Tall Poppies 
in South Australia, NSW, Queensland and 
Northern Territory.

• Visits by the Young Tall Poppy Hot Air 
Balloon to remote and regional schools and 
communities in NSW and Queensland.

• Profiling of Young Tall Poppies in local and 
national media reports.

2005 – 2006 
outlook

• A 2006 – 2009 Strategic Plan for AIPS will be 
implemented.

• Viability of the Institute’s programs and the Tall 
Poppy Campaign is assured following renewal 
of contracts by the Australian Government 
and two state governments.

• New partnerships with the corporate sector 
will be established to complement government 
funding and ensure continuity of the Institute’s 
programs. 

• The Young Tall Poppy national resource will be 
enhanced with additional Young Tall Poppies 
selected in three states in 2006.  

• A national Young Tall Poppy Program will be 
implemented with the reactivation of activities 
in Victoria and Queensland, and expansion to 
other states and territories in the next three 
years. 

• Communication technologies (film, video 
streaming, the internet) will be used to enable 
the Young Tall Poppies to reach a wider 
audience. 

• Redirection of the Young Tall Poppies Reaching 
Kids activities to focus on capacity building 
within schools, and inclusion of Indigenous 
and regional communities.  

• Expansion of the Tall Poppy Campaign 
beyond science to other areas, including the 
public service.

• Continued contribution to community 
science promotion and awareness activities 
including festivals, briefings and National 
Science Week. 

• Increased media coverage such that the Tall 
Poppy Campaign grows in status and prestige in 
both the scientific and general communities.
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AQ: Journal of Contemporary Analysis (previously 
Australian Quarterly) has been in continuous 
publication since 1931. It is a valuable asset and is a 
well regarded and recognizable journal. 

Until 1998, the journal was titled Australian Quarterly 
and was published four times a year. In 1998, it was 
decided that the number of issues annually should 
be increased, and the journal be renamed by its 
abbreviation, AQ. James Morris has edited the journal 
since July-August 2002. Authors and titles of articles 
in each issue of recent volumes are listed on the AIPS 
website, but the publication is not yet available to 
subscribers online.

Subscribers to the journal include 33 of Australia’s 
40 universities, 81 overseas education institutions, 
Australian and overseas government departments 
and agencies, libraries, schools and individuals. The 
number of subscribers has fallen slightly over the past 
year. A marketing plan to increase the subscription 
and readership of the journal is being implemented.  

Six issues of the journal were published in 2004/05 
(Volume 76, Issues 4 – 6, and Volume 77, Issues 1 – 3). 
The six issues contained 34 articles, four review essays 
and eight book reviews. A number of the articles dealt 
with international politics. These ranged from such 
diverse areas of interest as Australian and Japanese 
relations to leadership issues in the African National 
Congress, articles on terrorism and national security 
in the second Bush Administration. It would be fair to 
comment that the number and range of articles in this 
area reflected the contemporary world situation.

Federal and state politics and general political subjects 
were also well represented and just as varied. They 
ranged from political donations and party fundraising 
to an article on the influence of religion on Australian 
politics.

Social issues and general interest issues had good 
coverage. The diverse topics included the interaction 
of human rights and international cricket, Australia’s 
ageing population, and the effects of changing 
technology on the pop music industry. 

Overall, an effective, challenging range of articles that 
reflected AQ’s standing in the intellectual milieu.    

AQ: JouRnAl of ConteMpoRARY AnAlYSIS

AQ is supported by a grant-in-aid from the  
Department of Finance and Administration
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The Tall Poppy Campaign was created by the Australian 
Institute of Political Science in 1998 to celebrate the 
centenary of the birth of Howard Walter Florey, the developer 
of penicillin. The Campaign initially focused on older Tall 
Poppies from bio-medicine, but has since been expanded 
to recognise and promote the achievements of outstanding 
young researchers, in all fields of science.  The Young Tall 
Poppy Program was established in 1999 and has undertaken 
activities in NSW, South Australia, Victoria, Queensland, 
Northern Territory and the ACT.

The Cavalcade of Scientists in 2000 focused on the 
achievements of 12 outstanding past and present Australian 
scientists who undertook their major work in Australia.

the Mayne florey Medal

The Florey Medal is a biennial award made to outstanding 
Australian biomedical scientists. It carries a cash prize of  
$25 000. Since its inauguration in 1998, five scientists have 
been awarded the medal.

In 2004, Professor Peter Colman, Head, Structural Biology 
Division, Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical 
Research, was recognised for his groundbreaking structural 
biology research, particularly for the discovery of a new 
class of anti-influenza drugs. The award was presented on 
Monday 29 November 2004 at the Australian Centre for the 
Moving Image, Federation Square, Melbourne.  The Award 
Presentation was attended by Professor Frederick Mendelsohn, 
Director, Howard Florey Institute of Experimental Physiology 
and Medicine.

In 2002 and 2004 the Medal was sponsored by Mayne.

Previous Florey Award recipients are:

1998  Professors Barry Marshall & Robin Warren

2000  Professor Jacques Miller

2002  Professor Colin Masters

AIPS congratulates inaugural Florey Medallists Barry 
Marshall and Robin Warren who have been honoured by the 
international science community with the 2005 Nobel Prize 
for Medicine.

Celebrating South Australia’s  
tall poppy Day: Science Debate 

The birth date of Sir Howard Florey, 24 September, was 
chosen to celebrate South Australia’s Tall Poppy Day in 2004. 
Approximately 120 people attended a luncheon and debate 
on the challenging topic SCIENCE: Pillars of a Growing 
Economy or Soft Comfy Pillows to Put Us to Sleep? The event 
was attended by the Honourable Trish White, SA Minister for 
Science & Information Economy.    

the tAll poppY CAMpAIgn

From the archives: Professors Barry Marshall 
and Robin Warren

South Australia tall poppy 
Campaign Committee
Christine Jenner  
Business Development Officer, Deloitte  
(Chair)

 A/Professor Chris Daniels 
The Univesity of Adelaide

Alisha Fisher  
CEO Australia Israeli Chamber of 
Commerce

Leanne Muffet  
CEO Strategic Matters

Associate Professor Sandra Orgeig 
Tall Poppy 2003, University  of Adelaide

Judy Potter  
CEO SA Great

Professor Peter Rathjen 
SA Ambassaor & 2000 Tall Poppy 

Graham Wakeling  
In-Business Magazine
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tall poppy Australian Innovation  
festival launch

The Australian Innovation Festival was established as a 
private sector initiative to celebrate the best in Australian 
innovation. The Festival showcases many events and 
activities to increase public awareness of the importance of 
innovation and entrepreneurship. 

The Tall Poppy Campaign was successful in obtaining 
sponsorship from the South Australian Department of 
Further Education, Employment, Science and Technology 
to launch the Festival in South Australia. The launch took 
place on 28 April 2005, with an audience of more than 150 
guests. The Guest Speaker was Nobel Prize winner Professor 
Peter Doherty. 

The Tall Poppy Campaign now has a half-page column 
in the monthly Festival newsletter, which is distributed 
Australia-wide. 

Queen elizabeth hospital tour of 
the Basil hetzel Institute for Medical 
Research

In a joint initiative of the AIPS and the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital Research Foundation in Adelaide, guests from 
government, and the business and education sectors, 
were invited to tour the Basil Hetzel Institute for Medical 
Research in January 2005, and to meet with two South 
Australian Young Tall Poppies. 

Dr Toby Coates, Transplant Nephrologist, and Dr Michelle 
Lane, Research Centre for Reproductive Health, among 
others, gave short presentations on their respective areas of 
medical research. This event was attended by approximately 
70 invited guests, including the Honourable Trish White, 
SA Minister for Science & Information Economy.   

up Close & personal lunches 

At the Up Close & Personal Boardroom Lunches, hosted 
by Deloitte in October 2004 and 2005, South Australian 
Young Tall Poppies were invited to meet the SA Minister 
for Science & Information Economy. The Young Tall 
Poppies had the opportunity to give brief presentations on 
their research to the Minister (Trish White in 2004 and 
Karlene Maywald in 2005) and other invited guests from 
government, and the business and education sectors. 
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Pamela McLeod, Manager South Australia and  
Professor Peter Doherty

The Hon Karlene Maywald with 2005 South 
Australian Young Tall Poppies

tall poppy Campaign 2000–2005

• Florey Medal Winners and Cavalcade 
of Scientists nominees Professors 
Marshal and Warren receive Nobel 
Prize for Medicine. 

• 104 Young Tall Poppies selected 
across 5 states and territories. 

• Young Tall Poppies meet with 
60,000 school students, parents and 
teachers in 250 schools. 

• Seventy Young Tall Poppies take 
part in science promotion in school 
and community events. 

• Young Tall Poppies appointed to 
prestigious research and academic 
positions within Australian 
universities and research institutes. 



A u S t R A l I A n  I n S t I t u t e  o f  p o l I t I C A l  S C I e n C e 7A n n u A l  R e p o R t  2 0 0 4  –  2 0 0 5

The Young Tall Poppy Program identifies and 
acknowledges outstanding young Australian 
researchers and engages them to foster a stronger 
interest in science in schools and the broader 
community.

Young tall poppy Science Awards

The prestigious Young Tall Poppy Science Awards are 
held each year in different states. Selection criteria 
include outstanding scholarship, and evidence of 
community involvement. Applicants should have up 
to 10 years post-doctoral experience, and should have 
completed the majority of their research training in 
Australia.

Since 1999, Awards have been presented to 104 
Young Tall Poppies in NSW, Victoria, South Australia, 
Queensland and the ACT in such fields as medical 
research, health care, basic sciences, engineering, 
information technology, veterinary science and 
environmental studies. 

 
new South Wales

Nominations for the 
2005 NSW awards were 
sought from universities, 
research institutions, government agencies and the 
corporate sector. Thirteen awards were presented on 
20 October 2005 at NSW Parliament House by the 
Honourable Frank Sartor MP, NSW Minister for 
Science and Medical Research (MSMR). The NSW 
Young Tall Poppy Program is proudly sponsored by 
the NSW Government through MSMR.

 
South Australia

Nominations for the 2005 South Australian awards 
were sought from all South Australian universities and 
various research institutes. Winners were announced 
at a lunch in Adelaide on 16 August 2005.  Baroness 
Professor Susan Greenfield, Chair of the Royal 
Institution, UK; and Thinker in Residence for the 
South Australian Government, presented South 
Australia’s Young Tall Poppy of the Year Associate 
Professor Libby Roughead. The SA Young Tall Poppy 
Program is proudly sponsored by DFEEST.

the Young tAll poppY pRogRAM

2004 SA Young tall poppy

Dr Wayne Piekarski 
Assistant Director of the Wearable Computer 
Lab, University of South Australia 

Dr Wayne Piekarski is a senior lecturer at 
the University of  South Australia’s School 
of Computer and Information Science, and 
Assistant Director of the Wearable Computer 
Lab. His research work is focused in the areas 
of augmented reality, computer graphics, and 
wearable computers. Using this technology, 
people are able to view computer-generated 
images overlaid on the real world. Potential 
uses include surveying, mining, forestry, search 
and rescue, and defence applications. Wayne 
uses his research work in an interactive way, 
with virtual reality games, to encourage young 
people to become interested in science and 
technology.

nSW 2005 Young tall poppies
Dr Rob Brooks, School of Biological, Earth and 

Environmental Sciences, University of New South 
Wales

Dr Janette Burgess, School of Medical Sciences, University 
of Sydney

Dr Brendan Burns, School of Biotechnology and 
Biomolecular Sciences, University of New South Wales

Mr Dominic Dowling, Faculty of Engineering, University 
of Technology, Sydney

Dr Katharina Gaus, Centre for Vascular Research, School 
of Medical Sciences, University of New South Wales

Dr Geoffrey Isbister, Newcastle Mater Hospital

Dr Tracy Langkilde, School of Biological Sciences, 
University of Sydney

Dr Mike Manefield, School of Biomolecular and 
Biotechnological Sciences, University of New South 
Wales. 

Dr Deborah Marsh, Kolling Institute of Medical Research, 
University of Sydney

Dr Naomi Rogers, Woolcock Institute of Medical Reserch, 
University of Sydney

Dr Tracey Rogers, Australian Marine Mammal Research 
Centre, Zoological Parks Board NSW and the Faculty 
of Veterinary Science, University of Sydney

Mr Simon Walsh, Department of Forensic Biology, Faculty 
of Science, University of Technology, Sydney

Dr Stefan Williams, School of Aerospace, Mechanical and 
Mechatronic Engineering, University of Sydney
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Young tall poppies  
Reaching Kids
The AIPS facilitates a number of education outreach 
programs featuring the Young Tall Poppies.

Young tall poppies in flight  
hot Air Balloon program

This year marked the end of a highly successful 
education campaign undertaken within the Tall Poppy 
Campaign. Young Tall Poppies in Flight was a national 
science education project for young people in upper 
primary school (years five and six).The Tall Poppy 
Hot Air Balloon accompanied Young Tall Poppies to 
schools, offering tethered flights for selected school 
children.  The project focused on rural and regional 
schools and communities.

Flights have been undertaken since 2000.

In February and March 2005, seven rural towns in 
south-west Queensland were visited by six Young Tall 
Poppies. Around 25 schools in the region took part 
in the program and approximately 1,000 students 
had the opportunity to listen to the Young Tall Poppy 
presentations. Around 100 students took a ride in the 
tethered balloon. 

Curriculum Materials

In 2005 the AIPS published the second of two 
Science Heroes booklets. The Young Tall Poppy Science 
Heroes booklet is based on the work of nine Young 
Tall Poppies and includes projects and experiments 
to be used as resources by primary school teachers. 
The first booklet, Science Heroes - Tall Poppies in 
Flight, comprises experiments based on the work of an 
Australian scientist. The publications are available on 
the website www.aips.net.au/tallpoppies/education/
index.html#resources.

2004 nSW Young tall poppy 

Associate Professor Suresh Mahalingam 
Leader, Viral Arthritis/Asthma Research Group, 
School of Health Sciences, University of Canberra 

Professor Suresh Mahalingam graduated with 
a BSc honours in 1992 (Malaysia). He received 
an International John Crawford Scholarship 
and the Australian National University PhD 
scholarship in 1994. In 2000, he was awarded 
a Peter Doherty Fellowship and was one of 16 
Australian Scientists selected as “ScienceNow” 
scientist for 2001. He was nominated for the 
Minister’s Prize for Achievement in the Life 
Sciences in 2002 and 2003. In 2004 he was 
awarded a RD Wright Fellowship, and in 
2005 was one of three finalists for the Eureka 
Prize for Scientific Research. As a Young Tall 
Poppy Suresh regularly gives presentations to 
schools around Australia to promote science 
education. Suresh has an international 
reputation in the field of viral pathogenesis 
and has spent the last 10 years undertaking 
research to understand the interactions 
between viruses and the infected host that lead 
to virus-induced disease.

School students from Toowoomba with the Hot Air Balloon
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Schools Visits

South Australia

Nine South Australian 
Young Tall Poppies 
made over 70 
presentations at eleven 
schools during the year. Around 3,500 students have 
benefited from the visits of Young Tall Poppies, who 
attend schools to talk about their work as scientists, 
with a view to promoting the understanding and 
status of scientific research.

A visit to Underdale High School proved so successful 
that a Tall Poppy Science Club has been established. 
The Tall Poppy Science Club will provide a forum for 
budding, interested young science students to interact 
with Young Tall Poppies on a monthly basis.

The SA Tall Poppy Campaign has been identified as 
a participant in the Twinning Scientists with Teachers 
Program. The Program enables scientists from 
universities and research organisations to be linked, or 
‘twinned’, with teachers of science from Kindergarten 
to Year 12.

Queensland and northern territory

As part of the natioal program, six Young Tall 
Poppies gave presentations and demonstrations to 
around 900 students in regional Queensland from 
schools in and surrounding the towns of  Longreach, 
Barcaldine, Blackall, Charleville, Roma, St George 
and Toowoomba in February and March 2005.

In Darwin, Young Tall Poppies met with 300 school 
students and teachers at three schools to discuss 
research, including Ross River virus, and science 
careers. The visit to Northern Territory in May 2005 
involved three schools and 280 primary and secondary 
students.   

nSW

An inaugural NSW 
Young Tall Poppies 
Alumni event 
was held at the 
NSW Ministry for 
Science and Medical Research in 2005 to provide an 
opportunity for interaction among Young Tall Poppies 
and to plan for joint activities with the Ministry. A 
Seminar series with Young Tall Poppies, Year 10 – 12 
students, science teachers and TAFE and university 
staff is being implemented in the new year. 

SA 2005 Young tall poppies

Dr Kutluyil Dogancay, School of Electrical & Information 
Engineering, University of South Australia 

Dr Bronwyn Gillanders, School of Earth & Environmental 
Sciences, University of Adelaide 

Dr Wendy Ingman, Dept of Obstetrics & Gynaecology & 
Research Centre for Reproductive Health, University 
of Adelaide 

Dr Sam Mickan, School of Electrical & Electronic 
Engineering, The University of Adelaide 

Dr Julia Pitcher, Developmental Neuromotor Physiology 
Research Unit, Women’s & Children’s Hospital 

Associate Professor Libby Roughead, Sansom Institute, 
University of South Australia 

Dr Craig Simmons, School of Chemistry, Physics & Earth 
Sciences, Flinders University 

2004 SA Young tall poppy

Professor Alex Grant  
Research Professor of Information Theory, 
University of South Australia 

Professor Alex Grant studied Electronic 
Engineering at the University of South 
Australia and graduated in 1993. 

Alex uses mathematics to investigate the 
fundamental limits of wireless communications. 
His research points the way towards faster, 
cheaper and more reliable telecommunications 
technologies.

Through his involvement in the Tall Poppy 
Campaign, Alex gave presentations about 
telecommunications to Year 8 - 12 students 
at five high schools during 2005.  He learned 
from these visits that school students are very 
aware of information technology, its uses and 
social implications. He also learned that not 
all students receive the same opportunities. 
Several of the schools he visited do not have 
the resources to offer senior mathematics or 
science, hindering the pathway to tertiary 
study. 
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evaluation of Young  
tall poppy program 
The Young Tall Poppies represent a rich resource 
on which to build community awareness of and 
investment in science for the future.  This resource 
matches three of Australia’s national research 
priorities: an environmentally sustainable Australia; 
promoting and maintaining good health and well being; 
and stimulating innovative technologies developed 
from cutting-edge research. An evaluative report was 
prepared for the major fundraising bodies.  

Through the Young Tall Poppy Program, more than 
60,000 students in 250 schools have been involved in 
education outreach programs and have been exposed 
to science and scientists. Around 500 teachers have 
taken part in staff development sessions in both rural 
and metropolitan areas.  The Young Tall Poppies 
in Flight Hot Air Balloon has visited more than 50 
schools and introduced thousands of children to 
the marvels of flight.  The Young Tall Poppies have 
invested much of their own time in the promotion of 
science within the community.

The impact of the Program is evident both in the 
documented achievements of the award recipients 
and in the testament of principals, teachers and 
curriculum advisers who participated in the 
educational program.  While a change in attitudes to 
science will be generational, the Program is assisting 
this change through capacity-building in schools, 
particularly in the areas of science curriculum and 
staff development.  

Summary of Achievements 2000 - 2005

• Selection of more than 100 Young Tall Poppies in South Australia, NSW, Victoria, ACT and Queensland

• Visits and presentations by 60 Young Tall Poppy Award recipients to 250 primary and secondary schools and 
60,000 school students, parents and teachers across NSW, SA, Queensland, Victoria and the ACT with staff 
training programs for 500 teachers.

• Visits to 50 schools in four states and two Territories by the Young Tall Poppies in Flight hot air balloon.

• Development of curriculum materials based on the work of eminent Tall Poppies and Young Tall Poppies 
with wide distribution to teachers and school libraries for primary school children. 

• Participation of seventy Young Tall Poppy Award recipients in scientific meetings, ministerial briefings and 
visits, science events, festivals and conferences under the Tall Poppy Campaign banner, estimated at 8,000 
hours contribution. 

• Extensive media coverage in local newspapers, school magazines, business magazines, science articles in the 
metropolitan press, and in TV and radio programs.

2004 nSW Young tall poppy 

Associate Professor Maria Kavallaris 
Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Medicine,  
University of New South Wales 

Professor Maria Kavallaris is a Group Leader 
and NHMRC RD Wright Fellow at the 
Children’s Cancer Institute Australia. She 
is investigating why some cancers respond 
to chemotherapy while others do not. Her 
research focuses on a group of proteins that are 
involved in cell division and drugs that target 
these proteins and destroy cancer cells. Maria 
has been able to identify specific changes in 
these key cell division proteins that have the 
potential to lead to improved anticancer drug 
design and targeting. Maria’s achievements 
have been recognised nationally and 
internationally by numerous awards, grants 
and prizes. Communicating and promoting 
science to lay audiences is a key interest of 
Maria’s and to this end she participated in 
the Young Tall Poppy Schools Program in 
Queensland in 2005. Maria engaged almost 
900 primary school students in the wonders 
and challenges of cancer research over a two 
day period: an experience she described as 
both challenging and highly rewarding.



A u S t R A l I A n  I n S t I t u t e  o f  p o l I t I C A l  S C I e n C e A n n u A l  R e p o R t  2 0 0 4  –  2 0 0 5

In 2004 and 2005, the Australian Institute of Political 
Science received funding support from a number of 
organisations for specific activities or projects:

• Australian Government Department of 
Finance and Administration – AQ

• Australian Government Department of Health 
and Ageing – Tall Poppy Campaign – Education 
Program

• National Health and Medical Research 
Council – Tall Poppy Campaign – Education 
Program

• South Australian Department of Further 
Education, Employment, Science and 
Technology – South Australian Tall Poppy 
Campaign

• NSW Department of Education and Training 
– NSW Young Tall Poppy Program

• NSW Ministry for Health and Medical 
Research – NSW Young Tall Poppy Program

• Mayne Group Limited – Florey Medal

• Pfizer Australia – Post Budget Health Briefing

• Proteome Systems – Young Tall Poppy Awards 
event

The partnership with the Department of Health 
and Ageing over the past five years has enabled the 
development of the educational component of the 
Tall Poppy Campaign and the implementation of the 
Young Tall Poppies Reaching Kids program, including 
the launch of the hot air balloon. 

Future funding from the Department of Health 
and Ageing will be directed to building a national 
Young Tall Poppy Program operating in all states and 
territories.

The sponsorship of the South Australian Department 
of Further Education, Employment, Science and 
Technology has ensured a particularly active program 
in South Australia during 2004/05 and for the 
future.
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partnership opportunities

Partnerships with the AIPS and the Tall 
Poppy Campaign provide benefits such as:

• affiliation with a highly regarded, long 
established institution providing a forum 
for discussion on contemporary issues 
facing Australia

• opportunity to reach AQ readers and 
subscribers (Australian and overseas 
individuals, universities, schools, 
government departments)

• association with the recognition 
of Australian excellence and high 
achievement in science through the Tall 
Poppy Campaign

• association with a high profile campaign 
promoting science and innovation and 
the study of science in schools and 
universities 

• access to more than 100 outstanding young 
researchers in Australia as commentators 
and presenters

• access to targeted marketing opportunities 
within education

• association with Australia’s eminent 
scientists and scientific research 
community through the Florey Medal

• connecting to Ministers, politicians, 
leading scientists and policy makers 
through AIPS and Tall Poppy events  

• media coverage and marketing 
opportunities. 



The Australian Institute of Political Science 

ABN 71 000 025 507

www.aips.net.au

info@aips.net.au

National Office 

PO Box 145, BALMAIN NSW 2041

Suite 2, 780 Darling Street, ROZELLE NSW 2039

Phone  02 9810 5642

Facsimile  02 9810 2406

National Office

PO Box 145, BALMAIN NSW 2041

Phone   02 9810 5642

South Australia

Mobile  0402 228 507

Facsimile  08 8261 1396

www.tallpoppies.net.au




